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Abstract

This study analyzes the challenges of employing postgraduate graduates in Libya in
the context of weak alignment between higher education outputs and labor market
needs, focusing on the potential of developing university—private sector partnerships
as an institutional approach to addressing these challenges. The study adopts an

analytical and inductive methodology through reviewing relevant Libyan and Arab
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literature to identify structural and institutional imbalances that limit the effective
absorption of postgraduate graduates despite the quantitative expansion of
postgraduate programs. The findings indicate that the employment gap is not mainly
due to inadequate academic qualification, but rather to weak institutional
coordination, limited regulatory frameworks for partnership, and insufficient linkage
between academic programs and actual economic needs. The results also show that
university—private sector partnership is often addressed in the literature as a general
theoretical concept, with limited analysis of its institutional implementation
mechanisms. The study recommends strengthening institutional partnerships by
revising postgraduate programs and enhancing coordination with the private sector,
in order to improve employability, reduce knowledge waste, and reinforce the role of
higher education in Libya’s economic and social development.
Keywords:
Postgraduate employment; Higher education—labor market alignment; Institutional
partnership; Libyan universities; Private s
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