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Abstract
Can postgraduate graduates in the city of Zawiya serve as a genuine catalyst for
sustainable development? Higher education today represents a fundamental pillar
for building human capacities and equipping students to address the challenges of
contemporary society. However, Zawiya faces significant obstacles, including the
limited integration of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) into curricula, the
misalignment of postgraduate outputs with labor market needs, and restricted access
to up-to-date research resources, all of which hinder graduates” ability to contribute
effectively at both local and international levels.
This study aims to investigate the extent to which SDGs are incorporated into
postgraduate programs in Zawiya, assess their impact on the development of
graduates’ competencies, and examine the linkage between higher education
outcomes and societal transformation towards sustainable development. It further
addresses the challenges encountered by students and academic staff, such as time
constraints and difficulties in aligning academic research with local development
priorities and labor market demands.
The study adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology to provide an accurate
depiction of the current situation, supplemented by a comparative approach to
identify strengths and weaknesses across different contexts. Research tools include
the analysis of previous academic documents, particularly master’s and doctoral
theses, along with statistical data analysis, linking findings to the developmental
dimension to ensure the reliability of conclusions.
Findings indicate that integrating SDGs into curricula, combined with innovative
educational strategies such as project-based learning and the application of artificial
intelligence in research, enhances students’ ability to transform theoretical

knowledge into practical solutions. Moreover, it develops critical thinking, strategic
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analysis, and interdisciplinary teamwork skills, thereby preparing graduates to
contribute effectively to sustainable development.
In response to the initial question, higher education in Zawiya is not merely an
academic platform; it can serve as a driving force for innovation, bridging research
with societal needs, and promoting sustainable development at both local and global
levels, provided that curricula are updated, research capacity is strengthened, and
partnerships between universities and the private sector are effectively integrated.
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